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Palled  by  the  Great  and  General  Court 
or  Affemhiy  of  Their  Majefties  Pro- 
vince   of  the  Maffachufets-Bay,  in 
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Begun  at  Boston  the  Eighth  Day  of  Jme,  169 2,    And  Con- 
tinued by  fe'^gjd  Adjournments  unto  We'dnefday  the  Eighth 
■  bi\4$Vfwrf  following j   being  the   Third    Se/Tions. 
Anno  Regni,  Gulielmz,  et  ?<'Urij>>    Regis  et  Reginse,   Anglice, 
Scoti.e,    Francice,    et   Hj.hernia>  Quart l&,   et    Qnznto.        J<v 

*  ■ ^_ _*. •**  -  -  __ L 11 


* 
f 


..&< 


£& 


■■■    - 


>£  .<«*} 


• 


" 


2>>    o'-::  5    TON 


Punted    by     tynjjainin    U.ims,    Printer"  to   His  Excellency, 
'  the    Gs*ifcM'nour?   and  Council/  .i6<^^, 
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%n  explanatory  3lct 


Faffed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Af- 
fembly  of  Their  Majefties  Province  of  the 
Maffachufets-Bay  in  New-England,  &c. 


An    Ad, 


For  the  Explaining  and  Altering  of  fome 
Claufes,  and  Sentences ;  and  the  Re- 
pealing of  fome  others,  contained  in 
feveral  A&s  made  and  palled  at  the 
Second  Seffion  of  this  Court  in  O&o- 
ber  laft,      idpz. 

Be    it   enacten  tv    fy*  dfttoerttour, 
Council,   ant>  3Xtpttttntatm$    in 
general   Court    CHffemMeo,   sino 
it  is  cnacten  aitD  SDeclareD  #p  ti)e 
3tert)oriti>  of  tlje  £>aroe. 

THat '  whereas  in  the  A&  Entituled,  An  Ad,  For  the  Setting^  <ml 
Distribution  of  the  Efiatet  of  InteHates,  artiongft  other  things. 
Thereby  ENACTED  and  PROVIDED,  there  is  a  Saving 
to  the  Party  agrieved,  at  any  Order,  Sentence,  or  Decree,  made  for  the 
Settlement  and  Diftribution  of  any  Inteftate  Eftate,  their  Right  of  Ap- 
peal unto  the  Governour  and  Council, 
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.    3Pt   is   now   SDeciatii   and    enacted 

That  fiich  Right  of  Appeal,  Ihall  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  extend 
and  be  taken  and  conirrued  to  extend.,  as  well  to  any  other  Order, 
Sentence,  De^fee,/or  Denyal,  that  fliall  at  any  time  be  made  and  gi- 
ven by  the  Judge  of  Probate,  referring  to  the  approbation  and~aUow- 
Hu.t-r  ance  of  any  Will,  giant  of  Aminiftration  or  other  matter;  Any  thing 
in  {aid  Ad,  to  the  Contrary  notwithftandmg. 
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That  the'  Judge  of  Probate  in-  each  County  refpecHvely, 
^)  '  when  and  16  oflten  as  there  mail  be  occafion  ;  Be  and  hereby 'is  Impowred, 
y  U<Z4S//tf/7p .  Xo  allow  of  Guardians,  that  fliall  be  chofen  by  Minors  of  Fourteen 
years  of*  Age,  and  to  appoint  Guardians  for  iuch  as  ihall  be  within 
that  Age  $  raking  fi<fficient  fecurity  of  all  iuch  Guardians  for  the 
faithful  Diieharge  vpf  their  Tmft,  according  to  Law:  and  to  Acoompt 
either  to  the  judge  or  Minor,  'w,  hen  iuch  Minor  fliall  arrive  at  iiilt 
Age,  or  at  fiich  other  lime  as  die  Judge  upon  complaint  to  him 
made  mall  fee  caule. 

ANd  whereas  in  one  other  Ac"t,  Entituled,    An  A&,  For  Affirming  <f 
former  Judgments,     and    Providing  for  Executions.     Amongft  other 
riiiiigs  thereby  ENACTED,     It  is  PROVIDED,  that  Appeals  then  de, 
pending,    having    not    been  heard,    lhall    be    Heard    and   Tryed   at 
.the    Firft   Superiour   Court.  •   It  is  hereby   Explained  and  Declared, 

To  be  underftood  and  'intended,  and  {hall  be  conftraed  to  intend, 
the  firft  Superiour  Court  to  fit  within  or  for  that  County,  where  the 
Action  was  Originally  and  Firft  Tryed. 

And  for  further   Explanation  and   an  Addition  to  the  Se&ion  or  Pa- 
ragraph of  faid  laft  mentioned  A6t,  wherein  Provifion  is  made,  That  a 
Safe  Facias  do  iflue  forth    upon  any  Judgment  pafTed  in    any    County 
*  Court,  or   Court   of  GommifEoners.        It  is  hereby  Declared,     . 

To  extend,  and.  fliall  be  conftrued  and  taken  to  extend  as  well 
to  any  Judgment  paffed  in  any  Court  of  Afliftants,  Superi  >ur  or  infe- 
liour  Court  at  any  time  whatsoever ;  where  Execution  has  not  been 
taken  out  or  not  levied  for  fatisfying  of  the  feme,  iuch  Writt  of  Scire 
Facias  to  be  granted  out  of  the  Clerks  Office,  of  the  Superiour  or  hi- 
feriour  Court  refpe&ively  to  be  held  within  or  for  the  fame  County,  where 
fuch  Judgment  was  given. 

And  whereas  by  the  Prefident  or  Form  for  an  Execution,  the  Officer 
is  Commanded  for  want  of  Goods,  Chattels  or  Lands  of  the  Debtor, 
to  be  by  him  fliewn  or  found  within  the  Precin&j  to  take  the  Body 
of  fiich  Debtor^  and  Commit  him  to  Prifbn, 
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3ft  is  i)eteb$>  ejcplafneti,  cnacten  ana  SDecla- 
ut>  by  tije  3lutl)Qritp  aforefata      ...-.*' 

That  where  Judgment  is  granted  for  Money,  or  any  particular  Specie, 
the  Creditor  Jhall  not  be  compelled  to  take  any  other  Specie  ;  But  in 
every  fuch  caie,  for  want  thereof,  the  Officer  fhall  take  the  Body  of  the 
Debter,  in.  Execution,  and  Imprifon  him  ;  unlefs'  fuch  Creditor  {hall 
be  content  to  Receive  his  Satisfaction  in  fuch  other  Eftate  as  may  be 
tendred  or  found.  And  thele  words.  To  the  Acceptance  of  the  faid  A.  B. 
Jhall  be  Supplied  and  Inlerted  in  the  Writ  of  Execution,  to  follow  next 
the  word  Precinbl, 

3tnt>  be  ft  fmfytt  cnactea  ana  SDeciarea  bp 
tfje  ^utDoritp  ^aforefaf^ 

That  as  well  Original  as  Judicial  Writts  Ifiuing  but  of  the  Clerks  Of- 
fice, of  the  Inferiour  Courts  of  Judicature  relpe&ively,  fhall  run  into  any 
County  within  this  Province,  and  be  there  Executed  by  the  Officer  or 
Officers  of  iuch  County  to  whom  they  arc  directed. 

And  be  it  further  Enabled  and  Declared,  That  the  Glaufe  i  n  the  Act,  Enti- 
tit  tiled,  An  A  61,  For  the  Regulating  and  Encouragement  of  Fifiery,  That  hence- 
forth no  Mackeril  (hall  be  Caught  (  except  for  {pending  whilft  frelh)  before 
the  firft  of '  July  Annually,Be,  and  hereby  is  fully  Repealed  and  Made  Void: 
Any  thing  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

AND  WHEREAS  by  one  Other  A<5t,  Entituled,  An  Atl  for  the  Settle. 
went  and  Support  of  Minifiers  and  School-makers  amongft  other  things  therein 
Enaded  :  It  is  Ordained,  That  every  Minifter,  being  a  perfon  of  good 
Conversion,  Able,    Learned,  and  Orthodox,  that  /hall  be  Chefen  by 
the  major  part  of  the  Inhabitants  iri  any    Town,  at   a  Town  Meeting 
duly  warned  for  that  purpofe  ;  Notice  thereof  being  given  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants fifteen  days  before  the  time  for  fuch  Meeting  )  fhall  be  the  Minifter 
of  fuch  Town,  and  the  whole  Town  mall  be    obliged  to  pay  towards 
hi?  Settlement  and  Maintainance ;  each  man  his  feveral  proportion  thereof. 
Upon  further  confutation  of  the  faid  Sedion  or  Paragraph  in  laid  Ac!:, 
and  the  Impradicablenefs  of  the  method  therein  propofed  for  the  Choice 
oi  a  Minifter,  in  divers  Towns,  wherein  there  are  more  Churches  than  one, 
and  Inconveniences  attending  the  lame  not  ib  well  before  feen.    It  is  Enabl- 
ed and  Declared,  That  the  before  Recited    Section   or   Paragraph,   and 
all  and   every  the    Claules   therein   contained,  {hall  from  henceforth   be 
Repealed  and  Revoked,  and  are  hereby  Repealed  and  utterly  made  void 
for  ever  :  Any  thing  in  the  laid  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  it  is  further  Declared  and  Ordained,  That  the  Paragraphs  and  Sections 
hereatter  following,  Be  Enabled,  and  by  the  Authority  afore  faid  are  Enabled  in 
Addition  to  the  remaining  part  of  faid  Ad  relating  to  Minifters.  Thai 
is  to  fay,  That  each  Refpedive  Gathered  Church  in  any  Town  or 
Place  within  this  Province,  that  at  any  .time  fhall  be  in  want  of  a 
Minifter,  fuch  Church  fhall  have  power  according  to  the  directions  given 
in  the  Word  of  God,  to  Choofe  their  own  Minifter. 

And  the  major  part  of  fuch  Inhabitants  as  do  there  ulually  attend  on 
the  Publick  Worfhip  of  God,  and  are  by  Law  duly  Qualified  for  Voting 
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in  iowa  AftaiiS,  concurring  with  the  Churches  Act,  the  perfon  thus 
Elided,  and  Approved,  accepting  thereof,  and  Settling  with  them,  fha.ll 
bj  tru  Miniitej ,  towards  whoicSettlement  andMaiiJtainance,all  the  Inha- 
bitants and  Rateable  Estates  lying  within  fuch  Town,  or  part  of  a  Town/ 
or  Place  limbed  by  Law,  for  upholding  the  Publick  Worlhip  of  God, 
fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  in  proportion.  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  is  intended  or  ibali  be  conifrued  to  extend  to  Abridge  the 
Inhabitants  of  Bofion  of  their  accuftomed  way  and  practice  as  to  the 
Choice  and    Maintainance  of  Their   Miniffers. 

Be  it  further  Enacted ^Ihax  in  fuch  Towns  orPlaces  where  there  is  no  Church 
Gathered,  the  Rateable  Inhabitants  of  fuch  Town  or  Place.,  at  a  Meeting 
duly  warned  for  that  purpoie ;  (  Notice  thereof  being  given  fifteen  days 
before  the  time  of  fuch  Meeting)  by  the  major  Vote  of  fuch  Affembly 
then  and  there  met,  with  the  Advice  of  three  Neighbouring  Ordained 
Minifters,  fhall  Chooie  and -Call  an  Orthodox,  Learned,  and  Pious  Per- 
fon., to  Difpenfe  the  Word  of  God  unto  them  ;  to  the  Settlement  and 
Maintainance  of  which  Miniii'er,  all  Rateable  Eftates,  and  Inhabitants 
Within  fuch 'Town  or  place  jhall-  be  Affeffed,  and  Pay  proportionably. 

And  it  is  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority    aforefaid3 

That  where  any  Town  or  Place  fhall  be  negligent  of  their  Duty 
by  Law  required,  refpecting  the  Maintainance  ot  the  Miniftry,  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace  within  the  fame  County,  upon 
Complaint  to  them  made,  are  Impowred  and  Required  effectually  to 
provide  for  Remedy  thereof,  and  by  Warrant  from  faid  Court,  to  Con- 
vent before  them  the  Select-men;,,  or  others  fpecially  appointed  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  fuch  Town  or  place,  to  take  care  in  that  matter ;  (  ha- 
ving accepted  fuch  Betruftment  )  and  upon  Conviction  of  Neglect  there- 
in, to  Impofe  a  Fine  upon  the  Delinquents  hot  exceeding  Forty  Shil- 
lings each  perfon  for  the  flrft;  Offence :  And  upon  a  fecond  Convict- 
ion of  iuch  Neglect ,  to  Impofe  a  Fine  of  Four  Pounds  upon  each 
perfon,  and  the  like  Sum  of  Four  Pounds  for  every  after  Conviction: 
Such  Fines  to  be  Levied  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  the  Offenders  Goods, 
(  returning  the  Over -plus  if  any  be  )  and  to  be  difpofed  to  the  I/fe  of 
the  Poor  of  the  fame  Town  or  place,  by  the  Select-men,  or  Overfe* 
ers  of  the  Poor. 
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For    the    Reviving   and  Continuing  of  the 
Duties  upon  Goods,  Impoft,  Excife  and 
Tunnage  of  Shiping  5    And  the  A 61:  for 
Granting  of  the  fame. 
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HEREAS  at  the  firft  Seflions  of  this  Court  begun  in 
JW  laft  paft,  by  an  Ad  then  made,  Entitulcd,  An 
Ad  For  Impoff,  Excife,  and  Tonnage  of  Shipping. 
There  was  Granted  unto  Their  Moft  Excellent 
MAJFSTIES  Their  Heirs  and  Succeflors,  to  the 
Ends"  and  Intents  in  the  laid  Ad  mentioned,  feveral  Duties,  Impofr,  and 
Excife,  oh  the  Wines,  Liquors,  and  Goods  therein  Enumerated.  YVhich 
A6t  was  to  Continue  and  Remain  in  Force  for  the  Term  and  Space  of  one 
whole  year  and  no  longer  ;  which  faid  year  will  expire  and  be  ended  upon  the 
Twenty  Ninth  day  of  June,  One  Thoujand  Six  Hundred  Ninety  and  Three. 
Upon  confideration  ot  the  Continued  and  Growing  Charges  for  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  W-ir  and  Neceffary  Support  of  the  Government 
of ° the    Province ;    and    for  and  towards   the    Defreying  thereof.  ; 

It   is  Enabled  and  Declared  by  the  Gouernour,  Council,  and  Reprefentatives  in 
General  Court  Afjtmbled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,    . 

That  the  feveral  Duties,  Import,  Excife  and  Tonnage  in  the  laid  Ad 
mentioned,  and  in  one  other  Additional  Ad  for  Impoft  and  ^  Excife,  made 
at  the  fccond  Seffion  of  this  Court :  Be,  and  hereby  are  continued  and  fur- 
ther Granted  unto  Their  Majefiies,  to  the  Ends  &  Intent  aforefoid,  from  & 
after  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  June  next  coming,  unto  the  twenty  ninth  day 
of  June,  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  God,  One  Thouiand  Six 
Hundred  Ninety  and  Four,  and  no  longer :  To  be  Colleded  and  paid  in 
manner  as  by  faid  Ad  is  dirededj  And  the  before-faid  Ad,  Entituledr 
An  Act  for  ImpiB,  Excife  and  Tonag.e  of  Shipping  ;  and  all  and  every  the 
Branches,  Articles,  Claufes  and .  parts  thereof,  with  the  Additions  thereto, 
are  hereby  revived  and  continued  to  abide  and  remain  in  full  force  and  vir- 
tue unto  the  arorefaid  Twenty  Ninth  Day  of  June,  One  Thouiand  Six 
Hundred  Ninety  and  Four,  and  not  afterwards,  any  thing  herein  con- 
fined to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  ^ 

And  it  is  further  Enacted  and  Declared  by  the  Authority  afore  fa" id,  That  the 
Gcvernour  and  Council,  Be  and  hereby  are  fully  Jmpowred  to  Affign 
and  make  over  all  the  Profits  and  Revenue  arifing  thereby,  as  iecurity 
m  luch  ■  perfbn  or  perfbns,  who  mall  advance  and  pay  down  any  confide- 
i *$+  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  for  a  prefent  Supply  of  the  publick  Occafi- 
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ons>  for  their  being  Repaid  the  fame  with  the  Allowance  of  feven  fer 
Cent  per  Annum  Interelf.  Provided  there  be  hot  ah  exceeding  in  the  for- 
mer %ant  and  this  the  Sum  of  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  upon  the  In- 
tereft therein  Expreft.  Saving  notwithftahding  to  all  perfons  that  for- 
merlji^Lent  their  Bills  of  Credit  for  Supply  of  the  Occafions  of  this 
GoWnrrierit,  their  Diicouhts  by  a  Note  from  the  Treafurer,  for  all 
Sums  which  they  mall  have  to  pay  by  virtue  of  this  A&,  being  Bona 
Fide  for  their  own  Account,  according  to  the  Provifo  in  the  Ad  for 
making  the  former  Bills  ofCredb  topafs  Currant;  or  by  Confignments 
to  be  made  appear  by  Bills  of  Lading;  laid  Difcounts  to  be  Reckoned 
and  Out-iet  in  part     payment  of  laid  Loan. 


An 


For   the   Regiiking  of  Births  and  t>eaths* 

FOr  preventing    of  great  uncertainty  and    inconvenience  that   may 
happen,    for    wane- of  ^    Particular  iiegifter    of   Births    and 

jjeaths.  i 

€  it  enacted  ty  tDe  <5toUtntmtr  Council 
an&  &eptetentattDes,  in  General 
Coutt  %ftemWb/  ana  bp  tiieSta 
tfyaxitp  of  t|>e  fame* 

TH-at  every  Town  Clerk  within  this  Province,  mail  be,  and  is  Hereby 
SImpowred,  and  Required,   to  take  an  account  of  alll>erfons,  that 
mall  be  Born,  or  mall  Dye,  within  each  Town  refpedively,  and  th^*Pre- 
cin&s  thereof  J   &  fairly  to  Regffter  in  a  Book,  their  Names  &  Surnames, 
as  alio  the  Names  &Surnames  of  their  Parents,  with  the  time  of  their  Birth 
&  Death,  And  the  Clerk  Jhall  demand  &  Receive  the  Fee  of  Three-pence, 
and  no  mow,  for  eath  Birth  or  Death,  by  him  fo  Regiftred;  to  be  paid 
by  the  Parents,or  others  nextly  related  to,   or  concerned  with  the  party 
Born  or  Dying.    And  if  any  mall  refufe  or  neglecl:  to  give  notice  to  the 
^Town-Clerk    of  the  Birth  or  Death  of  any  perfon  that  they  are  fo  related 
to,  or  concerned  for  j  or  to  pay  for  Regiftring  as  abovefaid  ;  by  the  fpace 
of  Thirty  Days'  next  after  fuch  Birth  or  Deaths   every  perfon  fo   refufing 
or  Neglecting .,■  and  being  (  upon  the  complaint  of  ajiy  Town-Clek  )  thereof 
Cohvi&ed  before  a  Joftice  of  Peace  within  the  fame  County,  mall  forfeit 
and  pay  unto  fuch  Clerk,  the  fum  of  Five  Shillings  ;  to  be  levied  by  Dfr 
ftrefs,  and  Sale  of  the  Offenders  Goo^s  by  Warrant  from  fuch  Juftice;    if 
payment  thereof  be  not  made  within  four  days  next  after  Convi&ion  as     m 
aforefaid.    And  every  Town-Clerk  mall  give  forth  from  the  Regiftry  a  fair  ** 
Certificate  under  his  hand  of  perfons  Born  or  Dying  inthe  Town,  to  any 
who  mall  defire  the  feme  ••  8e  he  mall  receive  Sixpence  and  no  more  for  every 
Certificate  fo  given. 

FINIS. 


